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Negotiations  Over 
Alcazar  Project 

by  Sara  Colm 

The  North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition  has 
begun  negotiations  with  the  developers  of 
the  proposed  two-towered,  15-story  condo- 
minium project  on  the  site  of  the  Alcazar 
Theater.  While  NOMPC  members  have 
complimented  the  project's  design  and 
efforts  to  preserve  at  least  the  facade  of  the 
theater,  serious  questions  have  been  raised 
about  the  social  and  economic  impacts  the 
luxury  highrise  would  have  on  surrounding 
blocks.  There  is  also  concern  about  the  loss 
of  a  community  theater. 

In  early  May.  a  Negotiating  Committee 
elected  from  NOMPC  s  Housing  Committee 
sat  down  with  Bill  Kimpton,  the  developer, 
and  his  consultants,  to  discuss  ways  in  which 
the  project  could  be  made  acceptable  to  the 
community.  Negotiating  Committee  mem- 
ber Steve  Fuller  presented  North  of  Markets 
proposals: 

1.  Project  Sponsors  should  contribute  at 
least  $500,000  to  acquire  and  rehabilitate 
low-cost  housing  for  the  community.  This  is 
the  approximate  value  of  two  units  from  the 
AIcaLt-jJ  luweis. 

2.  Tenderloin  residents  should  be  trained 
and  hired  on  a  preferential  basis  into  union 
jobs  (construction  and  service). 

3.  Project  sponsors  should  replace  the 
Alcazar  Theater  or  make  a  contribution  to 
Tenderloin  arts  projects. 

4.  Conrmiecial  spaces  in  the  building 
should  be  set  aside  for  neighborhood- ser- 
ving uses  such  as  a  supermarket,  drugstore, 
etc. 

5.  Loss  of  public  parking  spaces  should 
be  offset  by  the  developer. 

Kimpton  responded  to  NOMPCs  proposals 
by  saying  that  he  was  sympathetic  to  the 
goals  of  the  Coalition  and  these  specific 
proposals  even  though  '  the  way  it  looks  now 
I  am  on  the  other  side  of  the  fence  as  a 
'greedy  avaricious  developer'."  Kimpton 
said  that  he  had  questions  about  the 
financial  feasibility  of  what  was  being  asked, 
especially  at  this  early  stage  when  the 
project's  financing  wasn't  complete:  "Prac- 
tically speaking  I  can't  really  give  you  much 
information  at  this  point,  but  I  will  say  that 
we  will  try  to  take  your  points  into 
consideration.  We  will  listen,  meet,  and 
talk.  There  is  no  point  in  battling  over  this." 

A  second  negotiating  session  was  held  with 
the  Alcazar  developers  on  May  17.  In  the 
time  between  the  first  and  second  meetings, 
the  Plaaning  Department  issued  a  negative 
decl^u'ation  on  the  project,  which  means  they 
do  not  feel  the  project  will  significantly 
affect  the  surrounding  area  and  thus  £m 
Environmental  Impact  Report  (EIR)  is  not 
required .  At  the  second  meeting  the 
NOMPC  Negotiating  Committee  informed 
Kimpton  that  they  were  currently  re-evalu- 
ating the  details  of  their  proposals,  taking 
into  account  new  information  revealed  in  the 
Negative  Declaration  and  several  hundred 
responses  received  on  a  NOMPC 
questionnaire  in  regard  to  the  project. 

On  May  17  NOMPC  filed  an  appeal  with  the 
Planning   Department   on   the  Negative 
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Disabled  Fight 

For  Better  Life 


Membe-^'i  ofi  tkz  CoaZition  (jOA  Hou^<ng  ion.  thz  Dl^abizd 


by  Rob  Waters 

The  National  Hotel  on  Market  Street  has  no 
elevator.  But  Billy  Matson,  who  has  been 
living  there  for  over  one  year,  has  his  room  on 
only  the  second  floor,  so  he  is  able  to  ^o  up  the 


The  Race  for 
Congress 

Eizction  anaZij^'U  by  Rob  Waters 

This  year,  for  the  first  time  in  many  years,  a 
San  Francisco  Congressional  election  is 
actually  a  contest.  John  Burton's  surprising 
retirement  from  his  "safe"  Democratic  seat 
set  off  an  initial  flurry  of  activity  among 
political  hopefuls,  a  flurry  which  has  now 
settled  mto  a  two  way  race  for  the 
Democratic  nomination.  The  two  principal 
contestants.  San  Francisco  Supervisor  Louise 
Renne  and  Marin  Supervisor  Barbara  Boxer, 
are  both  running  as  fighters  for  the  poor 
against  the  dreadful  poUcies  of  Ronald 
Reagan.  But  while  much  of  the  rhetoric  is 
the  same,  the  records,  on  analysis  are  quite 
different. 

Both  candidates  have  brought  their  anti- 
Reagan  message,  and  their  very  different 
campaign  styles,  to  the  Tenderloin  on 
several  occasions,  including  last  month's 
North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition  dinner  at 
Rick's  Steak  House.  At  that  event,  a  large 
crowd  of  neighborhood  folks  heard  Boxer 
call  Reag£ui  the  '  'worst  President  this 
country  has  ever  had"  and  Renne  assert  that 
though  she  is  a  '  'iair  person"  she  '  'could  not 
think  of  one  single  area  '  where  she  agreed 
with  the  administration. 

Aside  from  the  anti-Reagan  rhetoric  both 
candidates  espouse.  Renne  has  not  cam- 
peiigned  so  much  on  her  record  or  the  issues 
as  on  her  image.  Her  initial  remarks  at  two 
Tenderloin  appearances  focused  on  her 
personal  history,  herexperience,  herfamiliar- 
ity  with  Washington  and  government  in 
general  and  her  ability  to  '  'get  things  done. 
Renne  has  portrayed  herself  as  a  "ftur"  and 
"effective"  Supervisor,  a  compromiser  who 
eschews  publicity  and  works  behind  the 
scenes.  Boxer's  campaign,  though  not 
necessarily  Boxer  herself,  have  attacked 
Renne  "s  record  and  have  attempted  to 
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long  flight  of  stairs  and  down  the  even 
longer  corridor  —  "about  a  city  block"  —  to 
his  room  without  it  taking  too  long  or  putting 
too  much   strain   on   him.  Billy  is 

relatively  lucky.  His  disability,  a  spastic 
coniit!c;n  that  piin^nrily  affects  his  l.-^^.  ha* 
not  put  him  into  a  wheelchair  or  too  greatly 
limited  his  ability  to  get  around.  But  for 
many  of  the  Tenderloin's  disabled  popula- 
tion, which  numbers  in  the  thousands,  living 
in  the  National  would  mean  never  leaving 
their  room  without  help.  Or  it  would  be 
altogether  imposiible. 

The  high  cost  and  low  supply  of  rental  units 
hit  them  particularly  hard  because  they  are 
frequently  on  fixed  incomes  Discriminatory 
attitudes  of  landlords  and  managers  against 
the  disabled  keep  them  out  of  other  places. 
And  a  widespread  lack  of  accessibility  for 
wheelchairs  and  walkers  provides  the  final, 
and  most  devastating  obstacle. 

Fortunately,  there  are  people  working  on 
these  problems.  The  CoaUtion  for  Housing 
for  the  Disabled,  a  recently -formed  group  is 
seeking  to  mobilize  disabled  people  to  fight 
for  their  housing  rights.  "There  is  very  little 
housing  in  San  Francisco  or  the  Tenderloin 
that  is  accessible  to  disabled  people,"  says 
Robert  Elwood,  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Coalition.  "What  we're  trying  to  do  is  get 
people  off  their  ass  to  help  themselves,  to 
fight."  Elwood,  who  has  suffered  from 
cerebral  palsy  since  birth,  and  Deidre 
Muccio.  who  is  legally  blind,  are  the  nucleus 
of  the  fledgling  activist  group.  They  met  at 
the  offices  of  the  Independent  Housing 
Services,  a  multi-faceted  service  agency  that 
helps  locate  housing  for  the  disabled  and 
also  works  with  developers  and  planners  to 
increase  the  supply  of  accessible  and 
adaptable  housing. 

There  are  69.000  physically  disabled  people 
in  San  Francisco,  39,000  of  whom  are 
severely  mobihty-impaired,  according  to 
estimates  made  by  independent  Housing 
Services  (IHS).  San  Francisco  has  never 
done  a  survey  to  determine  the  number  of 
accessible  or  adaptable  units,  so  httle  is 
continued  on  page  8 
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Barbara  Arms 

We  celebrated  our  15th  anniversary  at  the 
Fairmont  with  a  fundraising  dinner.  I  wasn't 
ail  that  keen  to  attend,  because  it's  not 
something  I  would  normally  do  for  enjoy- 
ment, but  the  evening  turned  out  to  be  fun 
and  uplifting.  Bob  Hawes,  our  board 
president,  shared  his  personal  story  with  us 
which  was  very  touching.  Jean  Mellor,  who 
was  celebrating  her  79th  birthday  that  week, 
was  honored  for  her  work  on  the  board  and 


To  the  Editor, 


The  staff  of  Reality  Art  Workshop  would  like  to 
thank  you  for  your  recent  article  entitled  "Raw 
Art  On  Eddy  Street". 

It  was  strange,  yet  reassuring,  to  see  ones  own 
work  reflecting  back  through  two  creative 
mediums:  that  of  the  camera's  eye  and  the  ink  of 
the  press.  Bravo!  Again,  thank  you. 

Articles  like  yours.  letting  people  in  our 
community  know  that  Reality  Art  Workshop  and 
other  art  centers  are  here  and  available  are 
valuable  and  necessary.  Perhaps  the  City  as  a 
whole  will  begin  to  notice  what  you  have  not 
missed.  Thank  you  for  recognizing  that  there  are 
many  fine,  talented  and  creative  folks  here  in  our 
Tenderloin  community  —  including  a  fine 
newspaper  that  covers  its  own  turf  well,  The 
Tenderloin  Times\ 

Craig  Lasha 

Reality  Ar^  Workshop 

Hongisto  Flap 

LcUit  moM-t/i''i  TQ.nd2Atoin  T-ane4  incZudtd 
an  OAticlo,  which  quotzd  Sap2A\jl60fi 
RichoAd  Hongisto  cu  de^cAibing  -t/ic 
TandoAioin  cui,  ajnong  othoA  things,  "a 
mlitCAabiz  d-UtA-Lctf  a  6izazij  hoio.  tiiat 
16,,. a  dl^g^acz  to  thz  city."  Hi6 
comrmntA  ^tiJiKdd  up  60mz  contAov^^y , 
including  tho.  (^oZZotoing  l<itXeA6, 

Mr.  Richard  Hongisto,  Supervisor 
Dear.^ir: 

I  am  a  senior  citizen  who  lives  in  the  Tenderloin. 
I  came  to  San  Francisco  eight  years  ago  when  it 
was  suffering  with  the  Zebra  murders  which 
were  happening  in  many  parts  of  the  city.  So  I 
learned  to  be  cautious  everywhere ,  and  I 
certainly  did  not  go  out  at  night.  Soon  after  that 
Dianne  Feinstein  took  a  walk  in  the  Tenderloin  to 
show  to  the  world  that  there  was  no  danger  here. 
So  I  learned  to  walk  in  the  Tenderloin  and  after 
brushing  shoulders  with  groups  of  people  of  all 
colors  and  dress  and  language.  I  began  to  love 
this  area.  It  has  so  much  going  for  it  —  and  for 
me.  What  a  wealth  of  lovely  buildings.  I  ask  you 
to  do  the  same,  walk  through  our  area  and 
discover  our  treasures.  Look  at  the  Padre  Hotel, 
you  might  even  go  in.  Go  to  333  Turk  and  visit 
the  Senior  Service  Center.  I  mean  really  visit, 
talk  with  Dr.  Stone,  with  the  staff,  with  the 
seniors. 

When  I  came  here  the  International  Hotel  affair 
was  going  on.  and  I  heard  about  your  courageous 
stand,  for  which  I  take  off  my  hat  to  you. 

Sincerely  yours, 
Mrs.  Ruth  Dredge 


for  being  one  of  the  pioneers  for  senior 
services  in  the  Tenderloin.  Allen  Sperl,  one 
of  the  artists,  created  a  beautiful  award  that 
Claudia  presented  to  a  representative  of 
Wells  Fargo  for  being  a  leader  for  private 
initiative  in  the  Tenderloin. 

It  was  interesting,  too,  listening  to  John 
Jacobs,  president  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  defend  growth  and  development 
in  the  Tenderloin.  He  made  me  realize  more 
fully  that  indeed  there  are  conflicts  between 
the  needs  of  the  people  that  Hospitality 
House  is  committed  to  serve,  and  the  desires 
of  the  developers.  Of  the  people  that  come  to 
Hospitality  House,  at  least  65 7o  are  home- 
less, the  rest  are  transients  or  very  low 
income  people.  Any  development  that 
doesn't  meet  their  neets  will  push  them  out 
of  the  Tenderloin.  It's  pretty  easy  to  push 
them  out  because  homeless  people  cannot 
vote.  Police  sweeps  move  these  people 
rapidly  and  sometimes  brutally.  People  who 
are  very  economically  depressed  tend  to 
become  hopeless  and  do  not  participate  in 
actions  that  would  help  them.  Upgrading  an 
area  may  make  it  look  better,  police 
response  time  may  be  better,  but  it  results  in 
displacement  of  the  poorest.  Where  do  they 

To  the  Editor. 

Re:  Sup.  Richard  Hongisto  and  his  views  on 
housing  in  general:  In  my  personal  experience, 
Hongisto  has  consistently  shown  a  truly  remark- 
able indifference  to  a  problem  uppermost  in  the 
minds  of  most  San  Franciscans. 

On  the  subject  of  a  civilian  investigative  unit  (for 
complaints  of  police  brutality),  the  same  su- 
preme indifference  has  manifested  itself  — 
again,  in  my  own  personal  experience.  On 
raising  MUNI  fares,  his  was  the  swing  vote  in 
favor  of  raising  same. 

However  high  "administrators"  may  rate 
Hongisto,  he  won't  get  my  vote  for  re-election  in 
1983.  Those  who  voted  for  him  in  the  last  election 
were  sold  a  fake  bill  of  goods. 

Reed  Vernon 

Letter  From  the  Editor 

Dear  Supervisor  Hongisto: 

Your  recent  comments  before  the  Finance 
Committee  regarding  the  Tenderloin  neighbor- 
hood were  outrageous  and  shocking  and  an  insult 
to  the  many  thousands  of  San  Franciscans  who 
make  the  Tenderloin  their  home.  I  was  frankly 
amazed  that  an  elected  representative  of  the 
people  would  so  castigate  the  residents  of  an 
entire  neighborhood  —  residents  who  form  part 
of  the  constituency  you  are  sworn  to  represent. 

Your  comments  are  not,  however,  unusual.  It  is 
the  sad  truth  that  this  community  and  its 
residents  are  routinely  and  categorically  slurred 
by  the  media  and  other  politicians.  Insulting 
remarks  made  by  you  and  others  ignore  the 
reality  that  the  vast  majority  of  the  residents  of 
the  Tenderloin  are  honest  and  productive  people 
whose  principal  crime  is  that  they  are  poor. 
Apparently,  you  and  others  would  have  us 
believe  that  their  crime  is  that  they  live  in  a 
"sleazy  neighborhood " '  that  is  a  *  'disgrace  to  the 
city." 

Such  comments  also  ignore  the  fact  that  many 
people  live  in  the  Tenderloin  out  of  choice  — 
because  it  is  a  convenient  and  centrally  located 
district,  has  easy  access  to  shopping  and  a  flat 
terrain,  and  contains  a  marvelous  diversity  of 
people  who  make  life  interesting. 

Rather  than  cast  aspersions  on  the  residents  of  a 
community,  would  it  not  be  more  productive  to 
closely  examine  the  problems  faced  by  it  and 
attempt  to  come  up  with  some  solutions?  The 
residents  of  the  Tenderloin  are  doing  exactly  that 
in  an  active  and  forthright  way  which  brings  credit 
to  the  neighborhood.  I  believe  that  you  owe  them 
an  apology. 

Sincerely. 
Rob  Waters 

Editor.  Tenderloin  Times 


go?  Where  can  the  poorest  live  in  peace?  I 
can  support  growth  if  it  means  empower- 
ment of  the  people  of  the  Tenderloin.  I  can 
support  development  if  it  means  emergency 
shelters,  low  income  housing  and  small 
practical  businesses  such  as  shoe  repair,  dry 
goods  stores,  etc.  I  cannot  support  the 
development  of  condos  and  offices.  That 
kind  of  development  doesn't  meet  the  need 
of  the  people  Hospitality  House  is  commit- 
ted to  serve.  It  puts  money  in  the  pocket  of 
the  developer  and  serves  the  middle  and 
upper  classes.  Let's  keep  the  Tenderloin  for 
the  poor.  Enough  said. 

Let  me  finish  this  column  by  thanking  a  few 
of  the  people  who.  because  they  care,  give  of 
their  time  to  help  people:  Thelma  Soto,  an 
angel  on  earth  if  there  ever  was  one;  Bob 
Holler,  our  steadfast  and  wise  casual  labor 
coordinator;  Dick  Belcher,  a  professional  at 
everything  he  does;  Adrian  Redden.  Garth 
Gerguson,  Bob  Newman,  who  bear  up  under 
beauracratic  nonsense  to  help  people  get  the 
welfare  assistance  they  deserve;  and  Bogie 
(Orval  Bogart).  a  general  all  around  miracle 
worker.  These  folks  are  indeed  an  inspiration 
to  us.  Thank  you! 


Hongisto  Replies 

Dear  Mr.  Waters: 

I  think  you  are  silly  to  feel  insulted  by  my 
remarks  about  the  Tenderloin,  Apparently  you 
believe  that  to  be  concerned  about  some  of  the 
problems  of  the  Tenderloin  —  the  crime  and  the 
dirt  —  is  wrong.  Your  letter  suggests  that  I  am 
unfamiliar  and  unsympathetic  with  the  area  and 
its  residents.  You  may  be  unaware  that  I  began 
my  career  of  public  service  as  a  policeman. 
While  working  in  the  Tenderloin  I  had  many  sad 
occasions  to  observe  that  life  in  the  Tenderloin, 
especially  for  the  elderly  and  otherwise  vulner- 
able, presents  many  more  serious  risks  to  life, 
limb,  and  property  than  many  other  parts  of  the 
city.  Furthermore.  1  have  visited,  toured  and 
attended  meetings  in  the  Tenderloin  at  least  a 
hundred  times,  including  making  many  visits  to 
Hospitality  House  from  its  inception  onward  — 
long,  I  suspect,  before  you  even  knew  of  its 
existence. 


I  don't,  as  you  stupidly  suggest,  think  poverty  is 
a  crime.  I  don't  think  living  in  the  Tenderloin  is  a 
crime.  I  think  mugging,  murder,  rape,  robbery, 
and  burglary  are  crimes,  serious  crimes, 
especially  when  committed  on  elderly  people 
who  take  so  long  to  recover  from  the  terrible 
effects  of  crime.  I  worry  about  the  elderly  poor 
who  live  in  the  Tenderloin  where,  you  must 
admit,  there  are  many  who  would  make  them 
their  prey.  Your  objection  to  my  very  germaine 
concerns  is  the  very  worst  sort  of  boosterism  —  a 
head  in  the  sand,  PoUyannaish  approach  that 
allows  serious  problems  to  be  denied,  ignored 
and  unsolved. 

My  remarks  in  Finance  Committee  stemmed 
directly  from  my  concern  for  the  senior  citizens 
of  the  Tenderloin.  We  were  being  asked  to 
approve  financing  for  two  very  expensive  Section 
8  housing  rehabilitation  projects.  I  wondered. 
"Is  this  the  best  we  can  do  for  the  seniors  who 
will  live  in  this  housing?  Is  this  housing  what  they 
want  and  where  they  want  it?"  I  don't  regret 
asking  those  questions;  at  the  price  we  could 
have  rehabilitated  or  constructed  new  housing 
anywhere  in  the  city.  I  was  impressed  by  the 
volume  and  quality  of  the  response  to  my 
questions  and,  accordingly,  voted  to  approve  the 
proposed  financing. 

Yes,  Mr.  Waters,  there  are  many  people  in  the 
Tenderloin  working  hard  to  improve  conditions 
while  preserving  the  qualities  which  make  the 
neighborhood  a  desirable  place  to  live.  I  suggest 
you  join  in  their  constructive  efforts;  your  attack 
on  me  is  not  only  personally  offensive  but  quite 
unproductive. 

Sincerely, 

Richard  D.  Hongisto 
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The  Race  for  Congress 
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capitalize  on  Renne's  image  as  a  "Feinstein 
clone,"  a  charge  Renne  recently  denied  to  a 
Chronicle  reporter  as  "childish." 

Boxer  has  portrayed  herself  as  a  fighter,  a 
progressive  and  activist  heir  to  the  John 
Burton  tradition.  In  her  Tenderloin  appear- 
ances, she  has  played  up  her  support  for 
rent  control,  controls  on  conversion  of 
residential  hotels  and  the  banning  of 
condominium  conversions.  She  has  also 
emphasized  her  leading  role  in  the  fight  by 
many  counties  to  defy  the  federal  govern- 
ment by  refusing  to  take  part  in  emergency 
planning  for  nuclear  war.  "This  is  mad- 
ness," she  told  her  Tenderloin  audience. 
"They  are  thinking  we'll  survive  a  nuclear 
war." 

Renne  has  questioned  Boxer's  history  of 
tough  decision-making  and,  by  implication, 
her  knowledge  of  San  Francisco  and  urban 
problems.  "Where  are  the  tough  stands 
Barbara  has  had  to  make  on  her  board 
compared  to  ours?"  she  asked  a  Chronicle 
reporter. 

Renne's  membership  on  the  San  Francisco 
Board  of  Supervisors  has  given  her  the 
opportunity  to  vote  on  a  number  of  issues 
affecting  Tenderloin  residents.  A  number  of 
those  votes  have  been  criticized  by  com- 
munity groups  ;many  were  the  subject  of 
questions  directed  to  Renne  during  her 
appearances  in  the  neighborhood. 

In  early  1981,  Renne  voted  against  a  number 
of  provisions  of  the  residential  hotel  conver- 
sion ordinance  favored  by  Tenderloin  com- 
munity groups  and  voted  for  a  number  of 
provisions  authored  by  the  City  Attorney's 
office  and  opposed  by  the  community.  The 
bill  that  passed,  with  Renne's  support,  is 


SUBSCRIBE 

Now  you  can  be  certain  of 
getting  every  issue  of  the 
TENDERLOIN   TIMES.   Never  again 
will    you  miss  one  because 
your  neighbors  got  there 
first.   Just   fill   out   the  slip 
below  and  return  it  with  a 
check  or  money  order  to  the 
TENDERLOIN   TIMES,    1^6  Leaven- 
worth Street,   San  Francisco 
94102.   DO   IT  TODAY! 


YES!    I   want   a  one-year  (12 
issues)  subscription  to  the 
TENDERLOIN   TII^ES.    Enclosed  is 
my  check  or  money  order  for 
(    )   $5  regular  or   (    )  $3 
senior,   low  income.    Send  to: 

NAME  

ADDRESS  

ROOM  CITY/ZIP 


widely  viewed  as  weak  by  housing  activists 
including  the  North  of  Market  Plgmning 
Coalition,  which  is  now  working  to  strengthen 
it. 

She  told  the  Times  she  would  give ' '  serious 
consideration  to  plugging  up  the  loopholes  " 
along  the  lines  suggested  by  NOMPC. 

In  February  of  this  year,  she  voted  against 
amendments  designed  to  strengthen  the 
city's  rent  control  law.  In  that  same  month, 
she  voted  to  table  a  proposal  for  rent 
controls  on  small  businesses,  effectively 
killing  that  bill. 

In  June  1981,  she  voted  against  a  resolution 
that  would  have  outlawed  condominium 
conversions  while  the  rental  vactmcy  rate 
was  below  5%. 

Boxer's  record  is  more  difficult  for  San 
Franciscans  to  gauge.  The  Marin  County 
Board  of  Supervisors  only  has  jurisdiction 
over  those  parts  of  the  county  that  have  not 
been  incorporated  into  cities.  Most  critical 
"city-type"  issues  are  decided  upon  by  the 
City  Council  of  the  various  cities  in  the 
county.  Boxer  has,  however,  had  some 
opportunities  to  vote  on  issues  also  faced  by 
San  Francisco.  She  proposed  an  ordinance 
requiring  mandatory  mediation  of  rent 
increases  over  9%,  which  failed  to  pass  the 
Board  last  summer.  She  also  supported  an 
ordinance  prohibiting  condominium  conver- 
sions when  the  vacancy  rate  is  below  5%. 
That  measure  passed  and  is  currently  on  the 
books  for  unincorporated  Marin  county. 

Whichever  candidate  wins  the  primary  is 
viewed  as  a  shoo-in  against  Republican 
candidate  Dennis  McQuaid  since  the  new 
Sixth  Congressional  is  over  57  Democratic. 


Gary  Michael  Coutin 
Esquire 
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*Free  Consultation 

♦Criminal 

*Civil 

♦Administrative 
♦Housing  Problems 
♦Social  Security 
♦Automobile  Accidents 

Onice 

260  McAllister  St..  Suite  205 
San  Francisco,  OA  94102 

{415)  863-5S45 


THE      ^  ~ 
TENDERLOIN 
TIMES 

Claudia  Viek.  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 
Barbara  Arms,  ACTING  DIRECTOR 
Rob  Waters,  EDITOR 
John  Mason,  POETRY  EDITOR 
Sara  Colm,  REPORTER 
Andrall  Taylor,  PHOTOGRAPHER 
CONTRIBUTORS:  Bill  Berman,  Dawn  Bowers, 
Gilbert  Brown,  Dennis  Carson,  Ron 
Dinkins,  Sharon  Elise  Dunn,  Laura  Feld- 
man,  Roland  Forte,  Layopo  J.J.  "Kip" 
Gordon,  Anna  Krivonic,  James  I.  Taylor, 
Ezekial  Ward.  THE  TENDERLOIN  TIMES  is 
published  by  Central  City  Hospitality 
House,  a  United  Way  agency,   1A6  Leaven- 
worth, San  Francisco  94102.  Telephone 
(415)  776-2102.   (c)  1981  by  Hospitality 
House,  All  rights  revert  to  authors  and 
artists  upon  publication.  TIMES  logo  (c) 
by  S.  Scott  Davis  III.  Next  deadline: 
June  20.  Volunteers  are  always  welcome. 


A  Co-ed  Co-op  at 
The  Heart  of  the  City 


•  private  rooms 

•  downtown  location 

•  commuter  connections 

•  2  fine  meals  dally 

•  weekly  maid  service 

•  snack  canteen 

•  2  spacious  lounges 

(smoking  &  no n  smoking) 

•  sun  deck  •  laundry  facilities 

•  option  to  participate 

in  management  process 

•  24-hour  desk  service 


accomodations  now  for  single  women 
forsinglemen  [5/20] 
for  parent  with  onechild  [6/1] 

All  for 
$325-375  per  Month 

or  $100  per  Week 

Civic  Center  Residence 

44  McAllister  St.  431-2870 


Editorial 

Dangerous 
Measures 
on  State  Ballot 


This  month's  state  election  ballot  includes 
three  propositions,  1,  8  and  9,  that  could 
probably  be  best  described  as  the  ill- 
conceived,  the  dangerous  and  the  boondoggle. 
In  that  order. 

Prop.  1:  More  Prisons  The  Hl-Conceived 

The  proposition,  the  so-called  Prison  Con- 
struction Bond  Act  of  1981,  would  allow  the 
state  to  issue  bonds  in  the  amount  of  $495 
million  to  finance  the  construction  of  new 
prisons  in  California.  The  total  cost  to  the 
taxpayers,  with  interest  payments,  would  be 
over  $1  billion.  But  building  more  prisons  at 
staggering  costs  at  a  time  of  massive 
government  cutbacks  is  absurd  and  counter- 
productive and  cannot  possibly  ease  the 
problem  of  prison  overcrowding.  In  fact, 
many  prison  reform  advocates  charge  that 
building  new  prisons  will  simply  result  in 
more  prisoners,  not  less  overcrowding. 

California  is  now  sending  more  and  more 
people  to  jail  every  year  for  longer  and 
longer  terms.  But  only  about  half  of  these 
inmates  have  committed  violent  crimes. 
According  to  Allen  Breed,  former  head  of 
the  California  Youth  Authority,  "half  the 
inmates  in  state  prisons  could  safely  be 
moved  to  less  secure  facilities  or  placed  on 
probation  to  make  room  for  more  violent 
criminals."  Our  rate  of  imprisonment  is 
higher  than  any  industrialized  nation  in  the 
world  except  South  Africa  and  the  Soviet 
Union.  Yet  the  crime  rate  continues  to  rise. 
Proposition  1  is  a  cruel  and  expensive  hoax. 
The  crime  and  prison  overcrowding  prob- 
lems can  only  be  attacked  by  dealing  with 
the  social  roots  of  these  problems  and  by 
providing  real,  commimity-based  and  less 
expensive  alternatives  to  prison.  Unless  and 
until  this  is  done,  Califomians  will  continue 
to  spend  more  money  to  live  with  more  fear. 

Prop.  8:  (So-called)  Victim's  Bill  of 

Rights     —      The  Dangerous 

This  proposition  is  a  cynical  manipulation  of 
the  fear  of  crime  that  plagues  most 
Califomians.  Foisted  upon  us  by  Paul  Gann, 
the  same  politician  who  helped  cut  our  social 
services  by  bringing  us  Proposition  13,  this 
measure  is  a  blatant  attack  on  our  civil 
liberties  masquerading  under  the  guise  of 
"victim's  rights."  If  passed,  it  would  allow 
illegally  obtained  evidence  to  be  admitted  in 
court,  giving  the  green  light  to  pohce  and 
inteUigence  authorities  to  spy  on  and 
wiretap  Califomians.  It  would  take  away  the 
right  of  many  defendants  to  bail,  and  it 
would  mandate  even  longer  prison  sentences, 
thus  increasing  prison  overcrowding  and 
squandering  more  of  the  taxpayers  money. 

Proposition  8  is  widely  regarded  as  being 
unconstitutional  and  will  doubtlessly  be  tied 
up  in  court  for  many  years,  costing  the 
taxpayers  even  more  money .  It  will  do 
nothing  to  solve  the  crime  problem.  VOTE 
NO  ON  8!!! 

Prop.  9:  Peripheral  Canal  — 

The  Boondoggle 

Prop.  9  would  authorize  the  construction  of 
the  long-debated  Peripheral  Canal  at  an 
unknown  cost  estimated  at  between  3  '/2  and 
20  bilhon  dollars.  The  project  is  a  massive 
boondoggle,  a  giant  subsidy  to  wealthy 
Southern  California  development  companies 
at  the  expense  of  the  taxpayer.  Prop.  9  is  not 
a  northern  vs.  southern  CaUfomia  issue  as 
its  proponents  suggest,  and  it  will  not 
significantly  benefit  the  people  of  the 
southern  half  of  our  state,  only  the 
corporations  and  large  land-holders.  It  will 
have  a  serious  detrimental  effect  on  the  fish, 
wildhfe  and  fragile  ecology  of  the  delta,  one 
ofourmostpricelessenvironmentalresources. 
VOTE  NO  ON  PROP.  9. 
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Twas  the  Nicest  Day 

Twas  the  nicest  day 

So  I  just  walked  and  walked 

Twas  the  nice  and  day 

And  all  around  me 

People  just  talked  and  talked 

Some  of  them  rapping,  some  singing  songs 

All  about  worldly  wrongs 

Twas  the  nicest  day 

And  I  just  thought  and  thought 

About  those  who  were  hung  up 

And  those  who  were  not 

Knowing  the  cause  of  each 

And  in  reality  what  could  be 

I  just  splurged  on  a  trip 

A  sort  of  non-verbal  vision  spree 

4  saw  a  great  need  for  tissue  paper  bells 
Was  agreeable  to  letting  celleophane  citizens 
wend  their  way 

How  nice.  I  thought,  if  feather  swords  could 
only  replace  bayonets 

And  bubblegum  parachutes  could  polka-dot 
the  sky 

In  playful  occupation  of  soldier's  mind 
masturbation 

Sponge  rubber  bombs  could  fall  harmlessly 
And  marshmeltow  warships  could  master  the 
seas 

Now  candy  taffy  flame  throwers  could  be  in 
good  use  too 

So  that  no  one  could  have  the  excuse  to  scream 
and  wait 

Whipped  cream  napalm  could  decorate  the 
land 

With  nut  fudge  aircraft  cruising  among  images 
of  imaginary  picture 

picture-clouds. 

Twas  the  nicest  day 

And  I  just  walked  and  walked 

Twas  the  nicest  day 

and  peop\e  jus\  \a\Ked  and  talked  and  \alked 
and  talked 

I  gave  a  lot  of  people  a  smile 

And  said,  "hey,  that's  just  a  loan.  I  expect  it 

back  when  we 

meet  again." 
Yes,  it  still  was  just  the  nicest  day. 

Hobo  Adam  Ydobon 
Don  P.  Kane 


That  Unusual  Occurrence 

Does  it  exist  or  is  it  very  obsolete? 
Why  maybe  of  the  trip  we  wish  not  to  take. 
The  garden  is  beautiful  temporarily.  Holding 
that  particular  image  for  a  moment  in  time. 
Each  day  we  observe  a  natural  setting.  Wishing 
it  was  an  everyday  occurrence  which  we  know  it 
cannot  be.  Somehow  throwing  that  idea  of  every 
minute  far  from  really  believing.  But  we  know 
beyond  any  knowledge  we  must  attend,  laying  easy. 
Nothing  or  nobody  to  guide  destination  unknown. 
Masters  and  others  have  said  a  lot  concerning  this. 
Within  my  mind  have  we  as  a  race  obtained  much. 
So  as  the  day  arrives  let's  just  simply  stand  aside 
observing  until  that  final  day. 


r 

The  Shoes  I  Wear  Are  Simple 


LIBERATED  MOf\A  REFLECTS  ON  "MOTHER'S  DAY" 

The  "Mom"  mystique,  this  day  observed, 

Is  beached,  'tis  claimed, 

In  each  gal's  breast. 

This  fiction  is  alas,  preserved, 

By  Willie  Blake  and  Eddie  Guest 

With  frothy  praise  and  brothy  plays, 
The  fever  of  that  Grand  Malaise 
Erupts  in  bleary  "Mother's  Days". 
While  all  year  long,  she's  freaking  out 
On  dreams  that  mask  a  macho  clout. 

Tossing  aside  the  milking  pail, 

She's  off  to  seek  her  Holy  Grail; 

Fini  to  rose  beds,  infant  farming... 

She  dons  her  mail;  the  broad's  re-arming! 

Account  exec  or  boiler  maker  — 
Cherche  la  femme  —  the  new  world  shaker! 
Unshackled  from  be-ribboned  crib 
Her  future's  bright;  de  jure;  ad  lib! 

AnneKrivonic 


Polluded 

Polluded,  Polluded,  Potluded,  everything  is  polluded. 
We're  dying  in  our  own  wastes,  god-made,  man-made, 
but  we're  dying.  Or  is  that  just  what  an  aging  wino 
would  say?  Who  says  what  why  how  when  or  where  Is 
the  war  on  pollution  fought  won  or  lost? 

Well  maybe  both.  We've  polluded  the  mind  body  and 
spirit.  We've  killed  our  children  and  raped  our 
young  and  elderly  with  pollution,  but  at  the  same  time 
have  rekindled  the  fires  of  love  in  mind  body  and 
spirit,  as  such.  But  how  can  we  win  the  war  when 
we've  spent  billions  of  years  polluting  and  now  finally 
after  all  time  we  want  change;  perhaps  its  too  late. 
We  won  we  lost.  Are  we  alive  or  dead?  Awake  or 
sleeping?  Or  have  we  been  wasted  with  waste?  Mental 
and  physical  but  who  is  to  say  where  it  will  end.  When 
and  if  it  will  at  all.  Perhaps  we  as  the  old  wino 
will  just  get  more  polluted. 


THESHOESIWEAR 
ARESIMPLE 


I  do  not  dream  to  rule  this  land 

or  master  the  salted  seas 
I  do  not  wish  to  change 

your  life 
or  the  direction  of  a  summer's 
breeze 

I  am  not  a  king  of  any  palaoe 
or  lord  of  any  temple 
my  hands  are  clean 

my  hair  is  woaly 
the  shoes  I  where  are 
simple 

I  will  not  lead  you  to  any  wars 

or  treasures  beneath  the  ground 

I  will  not  kiss  you  with  lying  lips 
to  turn  your  heart  around 


All  I  can  give  you  is 

the  light  of  love 
this  light  your  heart 
can  kindle 

My  clothes  are  plain  1 
my  songs  are  free 
the  shoes  I  wear 

are  simple  ' 

LayopoJ.J.  Gordon 
April4,1982 


HUMANNESS 

We  can  see,  some  of  us, 
Outside 

through  the  slats 

Countryside  rolling  by. 

Skinny,  naked 

human  beings  in 

a  moving  cage. 

I  don't  know 

it  this  ever  happened, 

But  I  can  see  it  now 

And  someone  is 

Calling,  Help  me.  Help  me. 


Oregon  bunds  likean  old 
green  worm 

Therearen't  words  for  her  pain 

Such  languagenever 
evolved 
It  went 
backyard  to  truck  stop 
would  house  to  paved  parking  lot 
Without  an  in  between  or  push  forward 

Inarticulate  screams 

of  a  half-formed  monster 

Stranded 

waiting  for  a  transfer 
on  a  cold  rainy  night 
near  the  coliseum 

empty  neon  sign  in  vacuous 
parking  lot  bids 

"soon  to  come" 

buried  inside  "Ward  81" 

We  understood 
allright 
the-made-for-TV-movie 

A  disorientated  Indian 

couldn't  negotiate  the  turn  right 

entry  over  bridge  connecting  Willamette  River 

Drives  the  car  straight 
into  embankment 
no  one  saw 


THEWALKIN'DUDE 

MY  LIFE  FOR  YOU 
I  BRING  YOU  FIRE 
I  AM  THE  TRASHCAN  MAN 
DOING  THE  ONLY  MAGIC 
AS  BEST  I  CAN 
MY  LIFE  FOR  YOU 

Ron  Dinkins 


but  me. 


Laura  Feldman 
9  March  1982 


EzekielWard 


James  I.  Taylor 
March,  1982 


JOM  THE  WRITERS  WORKSHOP! 


The  Writers  Workshop  is  free 
■and  open  to  everyone.  It 
meets  every  Wednesday  evening 
at  7  at  Hospitality  House, 
146  Leavenworth  (between  Turk 
and  Golden  Gate). 


ramblings  of  an  earth  bound  sailor 
with  an  orphan  legend  curse 
mermaid  sings  to  a  drowning  bird 
that  kissed  the  monster's  tears 


gilbert  brown 


A  Feather  Sword 

I  stabbed  at  you  with  a  feather  sword 

You  laughed  an  infant's  sort  of  laugh 

though  my  aim  was  not  sure,  you  were  certain 

For  your  eyes  were  filled  with  the  pleasure  of  child's-play  tears 

The  battleground  was  a  grass  pasture 

Where  surrounding  faces  were  all  smiling 

Now  I  sit  crosslegged,  waiting 

For  the  swarms  of  youth  in  motion 

Who  even  unknowingly  are  possessed  of  such  a  weapon,  too. 

Hobo  Adam  Ydobon  —  Don  P.  Kane 
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INTERRACIAL  RAP  SESSIONS 

I  no  longer  attend 

interracial  rap  sessions 

on  Thursday  nights 

in  the  basement 

of  the  Episcopalian  church. 

I've  had  my  fill 

of  coffee  &  doughnuts 

&  Uncle  Toms. 

I've  had  more  than  my  share 

of  weekend  retreats 

in  Colonial  homes 

in  Shaker  Heights. 

DennisCarson  I  no  longer  care 

to  see 

"A  Raisin  in  the  Sun." 
or  volunteer  my  time 
at  a  fund  raiser 
for  a  lost  cause. 

In  good  faith 
I  crossed  my  legs 
and  cleared  my  throat 
over  wine  &  cheese 
and  fair  housing. 

In  good  faith 
I  played  devil's  advocate 
to  start  the  fire  wood 
at  those  boring  rap  sessions. 

In  good  faith 
I  ate  your  food 
at  the  pot  luck  supper 
but  nobody  cared 
for  my  chitterlings. 

Roland  Forte 
5/8/82 


THE 

TENDERLOIN 
WRITERS 
WORKSHOP 


BROWNMILLER 

Brown  Miller,  Brown  Miller 
You  took  an  interest  in  me, 
You  say  I  write  street  • 
poetry 

You  are  more  attentive  than 
Dan 

You  said  Vaya  con  Dios, 
Dawn 

I  went  back  to  L  A.  to  wear 

that  ball  &  chain, 
But    Vaya  con  Dios  to  you 
Brown  Miller 

Dawn  Bowers 


345  TAYLOR  STREET  TELEPHONE 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94t02  41 5-673-2332 

Toll-free  «ese.vai.ons  USA  (800)  227-4074.  Cahlofnia  (800)  622-0873 
TELEX  470  602  MARK  Ul 


(415>  771-8755 


Vecchio  Ciquors 


FINE  WINES  AND  SPIRITS 


JOSEPH  WAYNE 


374  GOLDEN  GATE  AVE 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94102 


Heated  Poul 


CARAVAN  LODGE 

0«f  0/  Tht  Cities  Mo)l  Beautiful  Acres 
Color  TV,  AM,  FM  Radios    Downtown  Civic  Center  Location 
Tha   Beit  Adull    TV   Movret  in  Color 


BOB  HAWES 
C«n«ra>  Manager 


601  EDDY  AT  LARKIN 

Sen  Francitco  94)09 
{415)  776-1380 


LENVIN   &  GESMER 
attorneys 


General  Civil  Practice,  incl.  Personal 
Injury,  Landlord-Tenant  &  Consumer  Law 


1242  Market  Street  (bet.  8th  and  9th) 
626-1242 


Stewart*  sandwiches 


1355  MARSTEN  ROAD 
BURLINGAME,  CA  94010 
BUS,  (415)  344-1721 


RICK  REDEWILL 
ROUTE  SALES 
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Alcazar  Negotiations  Proceed  continued  from  page  1 


INshort 


Cinderella  doesn't  live  here  anymore. 

The  May  19  issue  of  the  Chron  featured  a 
gushy  little  piece  spotlighting  five  "revived" 
Tenderloin  hotels.  "Each  has  a  Cinderella 
story"  says  writer  Sylvia  Rubin.  But 
Cinderella,  who  was,  after  all,  a  low-income 
tenant,  was  evicted  along  with  dozens  of 
other  tenants  to  make  way  for  the  "elegant 
redecorating"  the  Chron  so  admires.  "Long- 
time residents  can  look  at  places  where  they 
once  rented  a  simple  room  and  find  the 
buildings  restored,  refurbished  and  redeco- 
rated beyond  all  recognition, ' '  says  our 
morning  fishwrap.  Mentioned  are  the  An- 
drews and  the  Bedford  on  Post  Street,  the 
Abigail  on  McAllister,  and  the  Union  Square 
on  Powell  and  the  Lombard  on  Geary.  No 
mention  is  made  of  the  evictions  of 
many  tenants  or  the  battle  that  were  waged 
over  some  of  these  hotels.  The  article 
mentions  that  Bill  Kimpton,  owner  of  the 


HOTEL  BURBANK 
317  LEAVENWORTH  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94102 


Recently  refurbished.  The  Hotel  Burb^nk 
offers  Victorian  charm  at  very  affordable 
prices.  Each  room  has  a  color  TV.  desk, 
direct  dial  phone,  adjoining  bath  and 
walk  in  closet.  Nearby  parking  available. 


RATE  SCHEDULE 

Nov.  1  to 
April  30 
$17  00 


Single  without  Bath - 

1  double  bed.  1  person 
Single  with  Bath  - 

1  double  bed.  1  person 
Double  without  Bath 

1  double  bed,  2  persons 
Double  with  Bath-  $22/t24 

1  double  bed,  2  persons 
Twin  with  baih-2  twin 

beds.  2  persons 
Double/Double  with  bath- 

2  double  beds,  2  persons 

Add  itional  person  per  night  

Adjoining  rooms  avaibable  for  families 


t)8/S20 


21.00 


25.00 


28.00 


May  1  to 

Oct  31 

$20.00 
$21/$23 
24.00 
$25/$27 
28.00 
31.00 


.  .  $  4  .00 
Sc  groups. 


RESERVATIONS  AND  INFORMATION 

For  reservations  contact  your  ticket 
agent,  call  or  write: 

Hotel  Burbank 
317  Leavenworth  Street 
San  Francisco,  California  94102 
(415)  771-4242 

One  nighf  deposit  required  to  hold  any  reserva- 
tion. Reservation  without  deposit  held  until 
12:00  Noon.  Checkout  time:  12:00  Noon. 
Agent  Cooperation  and  Trade  Discount  Available. 


Bedford,  was  the  financier  of  the  luxury 
Kapalua  Hotel  on  Maui  and  the  Helmsley 
Palace,  the  elaborate  new  hotel  on  42nd 
Street  in  Manhattan.  Kimpton  is  also  the 
would-be  developer  of  the  Alcazar  condo 
project  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  paper. 
Another  Luxury  Hotel  ???!!! 

Yet  another  tourist  hotel  is  planned  for  the 
eastern  rim  of  the  Tenderloin.  Proposed  for 
Taylor  Street  between  OTarrell  and  Geary 
is  a  17  story,  250-room  tourist  hotel  that  is 
expected  to  be  occupied  primarily  by 
out-of-town  corporate  travellers.  More  on 
this  in  future  months,  no  doubt. 

Long  Tran,  a  17-year  old  Chinese/Viet- 
namese refugee  who  has  lived  in  the 
Tenderloin  for  the  past  two  years  has  been 
accepted,  with  scholarships,  to  some  top 
notch  universities  like  Harvard.  Yale  and 
Columbia.  Long  left  his  family  of  ten  behind 
in  Vietnam  and  has  lived  here  with  his 
sister... 
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Declaration.  Steve  Fuller  of  the  Negotiating 
Committee  explained,  "We  wanted  to  keep 
a  strong  hand  in  our  negotiatings  with  the 
Alcazar  sponsors.  If  we  can  receive  adequate 
compensation  for  the  community  from  the 
developers,  we  are  prepared  to  withdraw  our 
appeal.  Otherwise,  we  will  pressure  the 
Pl2mning  Department  to  require  an  E.I.R., 
which  would  necessitate  mitigations  of  any 
significant  environmentzd  impacts  found.  If 
the  Planning  Department  does  not  require 
an  E .  I  .R . ,  we  will  seriously  consider 
litigation  to  achieve  our  aims." 

In  mid-July  the  City  Planning  Commission 
will  hear  pubHc  testimony  on  the  Alcazar 
condominiums  in  order  to  decide  whether  an 
E.I.R.  is  necessary  and  whether  a  conditional 
use  permit  for  the  project  should  be  issued. 


Tenant  troops  of  the  Tenderloin 

It  will  soon  be  time  to  mobilize  the 
Tenderloin  troops  again.  In  July,  probably 
on  the  20th.  amendments  to  the  Residential 
Hotel  Conversion  Ordinance  will  be  discus- 
sed by  the  Planning.  Housing  and  Develop- 
ment Committee  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 
North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition  is 
working  on  a  set  of  amendments  designed  to 
strengthen  the  law  and.  surprisingly,  the 
Bureau  of  Building  Inspection  is  also 
working  on  amendments.  Fore  more  info., 
contact  North  of  Market  at  474-2164. ..Pais- 
ley Hotel  tenants  challenged  the  Unite 
Usage  report  filed  by  their  hotel  owner  at  a 
hearing  at  the  Bureau  of  Building  Inspection 
on  May  21.  While  the  report  states  that  47  of 
the  hotel's  72  units  have  been  occupied  by 
tourists  since  1979,  tenants  report  to  the 
contrary  that  there  were  no  tourists  in  the 
hotel  at  this  time.  Tax  records  from  the  same 
period  support  their  claim. 

News  from  the  Southland 

From  southern  California,  courtesy  of  the 
former  chief  scribe  of  this  paper ,  Ron 
Silliman,  comes  some  interesting  news  from 
the  colunms  of  the  daily  press,  sixteen 
former  tenants  of  a  rundown  hotel  were 
award  $1.3  million  in  civil  damages  by  a 
Superior  Court  jury.  The  tenants  had  gone 
without  heat,  hot  water  and  elevator  service 
for  two  years. . .  An  LA  slumlord  was  arrested 
and  held  on  $500,000  bail.  Nathaniel  Wells, 
who  owns  some  60  buildings,  was  charged 
with  31  counts  of  violating  building  and 
health  laws ,  from  rodent  infestation  to 
unsafe  wiring... The  Sunday  LA  Times  ran 
two  fine,  in-depth  pieces  on  the  problems  of 
LA's  skid  Row  area,  the  city's  low-income, 
racially  diverse  home  of  residential  hotel 
tenants.  One  story  looked  at  the  lives  and 
conditions  of  the  sirea's  residents  and  the 
services  that  work  with  them.  The  other 
story  focused  on,  and  this  should  sound 
familiar,  the  rising  threat  to  the  area's 
residential  hotels  posed  by  commercial 
development  and  conversion  to  tourist 
hotels.  The  article  asks  of  the  hotels  that 
house  the  neighborhood's  10.000  residents: 
"How  much  longer  will  these. ..dwellings... 
be  allowed  to  exist  in  the  shadow  of 
imposing  symbols  of  corporate  wealth  in 
adjoining  districts?"  How  long  indeed? 


Barbara  Boxer 
gives  a  damn- - 

. . .  about  the 
Tenderloin. 

Barbara  Boxer 
Democrat  for  Congress 
Vote  June  8. 

Paid  tor  by  the  Boxer  for  Congress  Commmee 
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Don  Kane:  Not  'A  Damn  Nobody' 


By  Arthur  Kalson 


Don  Paul  Kane  has  been  a  writer  and  a  hobo 
for  over  sixty  years.  He  lives  at  Antonia 
Manor  with  a  few  humble  possessions  and  a 
stack  of  manuscripts.  He's  a  ramblin'  sort  of 
guy,  and  he  loves  to  ramble  on.  And  that's 
what  he  did  during  our  recent  interview. 

'  'I  write  under  the  name  Hobo  Adam 
Ydobon,  which  is  'a  damn  nobody'  spelled 
backwards.  I've  published  a  few  books  and 
lots  of  magazine  pieces  and  poetry. 

'  'The  first  time  I  came  to  San  Francisco  was 
about  1920, 1  guess.  1  came  in  on  a  ship,  and 
liked  the  looks  of  the  place,  so  I  just  told  the 
skipper  that  I  was  going  to  take  off.  I  got  a 
job  on  Chestnut  Street  as  a  gardner  for 
Minnie  Hubbard  Parks  at  the  CaUfornia 
School  of  Fine  Arts.  She  got  me  a 
scholarship  to  the  school.  At  the  same  time  I 
started  getting  some  help  from  two  guys  that 
lived  next  door  who  were  writers.  The  guys 
got  me  published,  and  that's  how  it  all 
started.  San  Francisco  has  always  been  a 
poet's  paradise  because  it's  the  only  real 
European  city  in  the  U.S.  The  artists, 
writers,  poets,  sculptors,  that  sort  of  thing, 
this  is  where  it  all  happened.  The  California 
School  of  Fine  Arts  was  the  birthplace  of 
many,  many  artists.  I  was  just  a  hobo,  but  I 
didn't  always  grab  a  boxcar.  I  think  I  was 
one  of  the  first  hitchhikers  in  the  old  days. 
At  least,  I  don't  remember  any  other 
hitchhikers. 

"I've  been  in  and  out  of  San  Francisco  for 
years.  During  the  Depression,  the  best  way 
to  pick  up  money  was  for  true  detective 
stories,  actual  robberies  and  things  that 
were  in  the  newspapers.  I  d  go  to  the  library 
and  read  all  the  papers  to  see  where  things 
happened  then  I'd  hop  on  my  motorbike  and 
run  the  story  into  Chicago,  where  the  big 
magazines  were.  Hell,  I  was  ahead  of 
everybody  else  on  the  whole  deal... 


"I  was  in  North  Beach  in  the  old  days, 
before  the  beatnicks.  Grant  Avenue  was 
kind  of  a  roustabout's  place.  I  started 
handling  the  big  poetry  readings  at  the 
Coffee  Gallery.  I  had  a  stage,  and  people 
signed  up  to  read  their  poetry.  I  know  lots  of 

the  famous  poets,  but  I  was  always  a  loner.  I 
never  hung  out  with  any  one  group  or  clique. 
Ferlinghetti  is  quite  a  guy.  He  did  a  lot  of 
things  for  me  to  help  me  get  published.  He 
helpe  Kerouac  get  started,  too.  Williams 
Burroughs  was  a  guy  pretty  deep  into 
himself,  hard  to  get  to.  I  liked  his  stuff. 
Allen  Ginsberg  is  a  promoter,  not  a  poet.  His 
poetry  is  exploitation.  That  thing  he  wrote. 
Howl,  that's  not  poetry  at  all.  That  is  an 
individual's  loud  complaint  about  his  posi- 
tion in  connection  with  other  people.  Poetry 
has  to  have  a  beauty  of  its  own.  It  has  to 
have  an  explanation  of  why  the  words  are 
put  together.  I  never  claimed  to  be  a  poet 
myself.  I  write  it  because  I  write  it. 
"I  write  prose,  too.  I'm  doing  an  essay  right 
now  that's  pretty  important.  I  think-  We're 
living  in  an  era  when  people  aren't  affected 
by  crime  or  religion  anymore.  When  all 
these  murderers  and  rapists  and  muggers 
and  thieves  were  little  kids,  they  were  sitting 
at  their  mother's  knee  listening  to  her  tell 
them  about  God  and  what  it  means  to  be 
good.  Then  they  grew  up  and  here  we  have 
an  age  of  nothing  but  crim.  We  have  a 
criminal  philosophy  from  politics  and  busi- 
ness down  to  the  little  man  who  walks  the 
street.  What  I  think  happened  is  that  after 
World  War  II,  everybody  recognized  what  it 
meant  to  be  privileged,  and  the  Powers  That 
Be  set  the  example.  Everybody  in  the  whole 
damn  nation  knows  that  our  representatives 
are  ripping  us  off  and  this  Reagan  has  go  to 
be  the  worst  example  of  all.  He's  another 
Hoover  and  if  he  keeps  insisting  that  his 
plan's  going  to  work,  we're  going  to  have 
another  Depression.  We're  damn  close  to 
one  now. 

Everybody  should  have  a  liberation  move- 
ment. The  women  should  have  it,  children 
should  have  it,  the  gays  should  have  it,  old 
people... actually  I  don't  think  of  myself  as  a 
Senior  Citizen.  I'm  just  a  guy  that  lives  like 
everybody  else.  When  you  tag  a  person, 
somehow  it  takes  away  from  his  reality.  He 
becomes  just  another  domino  chip  to  be 
played  against  the  others.  Get  away  from  the 
control  element.  Be  yourself.  Do  what  you 
want  to  do.  But  you've  got  to  figure  out  what 
you  want  to  do  to  start  with. 
'  'I  still  enjoy  life.  As  soon  as  I  get 
straightened  out,  I'm  going  to  take  another 
trip,  get  out  on  the  road..." 
see  Don' 6  poam^  in  th<i  czntoAioid. 


Senior  Alert! 

This  month 's  column  was  written  by  social 
worker   Nancy  Stewart 

Welcome  to  Senior  Alert!  This  column  is  a 
bi-monthly  feature  courtesy  of  the  case 
management  staff  at  North  of  Market  Senior 
Service  Center.  This  forum  will  address 
social  service  type  questions  and  concerns  of 
older  adults  in  the  Tenderloin.  Please 
address  your  questions  to  Senior  Alert,  c/o 
Tenderloin  Times,  146  Leavenworth.  SF 
94103.  Every  effort  will  be  made  to  answer 
your  questions  in  the  next  Senior  Alert 
column. 

QOn  my  last  doctor's  visit  I  was  told  I 
must  now  pay  for  part  of  the 
doctor's  bill  as  Medi-Cal  will  no  longer  cover 
the  full  cost.  The  nurse  referred  to  me  as  a 
■  'crossover  patient' ' .  What  does  all  this 
mean? 

A A  "crossover  patient"  is  one  who 
receives  both  Medicare  and  Medi- 
Cal  benefits.  In  January  1982  Assembly  Bill 
251  became  effective,  changing  the  way  the 
Medi-Cal  program  will  reimburse  your 
doctor  for  his  services.  Prior  to  AB  251  the 
Medi-Cal  program  simply  paid  whatever  the 
doctor  charged.  This  resulted  in  rising 
medical  costs  which  the  State  of  California 
could  no  longer  afford  to  pay.  The  bill  was 
enacted  to  help  control  exorbitant  medical 
costs. 

Now  the  Medi-Cal  program  will  only  pay 
your  doctor  the  difference  between  the 
maximum  charge  authorized  by  Medi-Cal 
and  that  paid  by  Medicare.  This  means  a 
comparison  must  be  made  between  what 
Medicare  paid  for  a  given  service  and  the 
maximum  allowed  under  the  Medi-Cal 
program.  Unfortunately  this  will  probably 
result  in  a  decreased  Medi-Cal  payment  to 
your  doctor.  This  could  mean  that  you,  the 
patient,  are  responsible  for  the  payment 
discrepancy. 

You  should  discuss  this  payment  issue  with 
your  doctor  before  he  treats  you.  If  your 
doctor  accepts  "medicare  assignment"  you 
will  not  have  to  pay  anything  extra.  This 
means  your  doctor  has  agreed  to  charge  no 
more  than  Medicare  has  authorized  for  a 
given  service.  However,  if  your  doctor  does 
not  accept  "medicare  assignment"  he  can 
charge  you  more  than  Medicare  allows.  You 
will  be  responsible  for  paying  the  extra 
charge. 
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Disabled  Groups  Fight  for  Better  Life 


continued  from  page  1 

known  other  than  that  the  number  is 
woefully  inadequate.  In  San  Mateo  County, 
only  2.5%  of  the  housing  units  are  accessible 
or  adaptable  according  to  a  survey  conducted 
there. 

*'A  lot  of  people  just  don't  care  about  the 
disabled  community."  says  Walter  Park, 
IHS  Director.  "A  lot  of  people  are  misin- 
formed about  the  costs  of  accessible, 
adaptable  housing."  One  of  Park's  principal 
goals  is  to  change  those  attitudes  and  to 
correct  that  misinformation.  He  points  out 
that  if  adaptabiUty  is  considered  at  the 
design  stage  of  new  construction,  any  unit 
can  be  made  adaptable  at  very  minor  costs 
—  an  average  of  $260  per  unit.  An  adaptable 
unit  is  one  which  can  be  easily  converted  to 
use  for  disabled  and  non-disabled  people. 
IHS  works  to  have  accessibility  and  adapt- 
ability standards  imposed  by  government 
regulation.  They  also  have  two  architects 
who  work  with  developers  and  owners  on 
design  and  modification. 

"A  lot  of  people  simply  don't  go  out,"  says 
Gloria  Valoris.  the  housing  counselor  at  IHS. 
"Everything  is  brought  in  to  them  and  they 
only  go  out  when  they're  carried.  Some 
people  only  gel  out  when  they're  carried  by 
the  Fire  Department  or  an  ambulance  or 
when  they  get  an  eviction  notice." 

As  a  housing  counselor,  Valoris  has  the 
herculean  task  of  trying  to  find  housing  for 
some  130  disabled  clients  at  any  one  time. 
'  'People  come  to  us  when  they're  desperate, 
she  explained.  "They've  been  living  in  a 
marginally  coping  situation  for  some  time. 
One-third  have  eviction  notices  and  a  lot 
have  huge  rent  increases."  After  referring 
people  to  legal  help  like  the  Tenderloin 
Housing  Clinic,  IHS  will  help  clients  first 
find  transitional  housing  and  then  try  to  find 
permanent  arrangements. 

"Looking  for  housing  is  very  frustrating  and 
defeating,"  says  Billy  Matson,  "it's  a  very 
harrowing  experience."  "A  lot  of  places 
wouldn't  take  me  because  they  don't  want  to 
take  a  chance."  says  42-year  old  Willie  Lee 
who  has  been  confined  to  a  wheelchair  since 
1974.  "They're  saying  I'm  not  supposed  to 
live  comfortably  just  because  of  my  condition. 


It  hurts  to  get  turned  down." 

When  that  hurt  has  been  felt  too  many  times 
and  has  penetrated  too  deeply,  it  can  turn 
into  hopelessness  and  resignation.  "People 
are  often  pretty  defeated  and  discouraged." 
says  Valoris.  "They're  very  tentative  when 
they  call.  If  they're  not  give  belief,  they 
won't  call  back.  They  need  an  air  of 
reassurance.  I  don't  have  messages  taken 
even  when  I'm  in  an  interview  with  a  client. 
It's  important  to  pick  up  on  people 
immediately  before  they  get  more 
discouraged.  " 

Governmental  attitudes  towards  the  dis- 
abled and  their  housing  needs  might  best  be 
described  as  not-so-benign  neglect.  The 
response  from  officials  at  the  San  Francisco 
office  of  the  Department  of  Housing  and 
Urban  Development  (HUD)  is  typical.  "The 
number  of  units  accessible  to  the  disabled? ' ' 
repeated  the  official.  "I've  never  seen  a 
figure  like  that.  In  nine  years,  no  one  has 
ever  asked  me  that  question."  This  man 
suggested  calling  the  data  processing  office, 
where  a  woman  reported  that  there  were  197 
units  of  handicapped  housing  in  the  city,  and 
suggested  another  call  to  get  a  definition  of 
that  category.  The  third  official  was  con- 
tacted, who  promptly  refuted  the  earlier 
statistic,  said  that  the  information  was  not 
available  over  the  phone  but  might  be 
obtained  if  a  Freedom  of  Information  Act 
request  was  mailed  in. 

At  the  national  level,  that  same  Department, 
under  the  Reagan  administration,  is  moving 
to  dismantle  Section  504.  the  hard-fought-for 
regulation  granting  accessibility  rights  to 
the  disabled.  The  Department  has  been 
under  court  order  since  last  July  to 
immediately  come  up  with  implementing 
regulations.  And  with  the  Section  8  housing 
subsidy  program  now  dead  at  the  hands  of 
Reagan,  no  new  subsidized  housing  will 
become  available  other  than  a  very  few 
projects  that  are  already  committed. 

The  picture  in  Sacramento  is  a  little  bit 
brighter.  Regulations  proposed  by  the  Office 
of  the  State  Architect,  relating  to  access  to 
public  buildings,  have  been  adopted.  En- 
forcement, however,  may  be  another  ques- 
tion. The  enforcing  agency  locally  is  the 


Bureau  of  Building  Inspection,  an  office 
which  has  been  widely  criticized  for  its 
failure  to  aggressively  enforce  the  resident- 
ial hotel  conversion  ordinance,  among 
others.  Another  set  of  regulations,  proposed 
by  the  state  office  of  Housing  and  Commun- 
ity Development,  would  require  all  new 
housing  construction  and  substantial  rehabs 
to  be  accessible  or  adaptable.  These  rules  go 
before  a  state  commission  in  June. 

Locally,  both  IHS  and  the  Coalition  are 
trying  to  influence  the  disabled  section  of 
the  city's  housing  master  plan,  the  docu- 
ment that  is  supposed  to  serve  as  a  guide  for 
the  city's  housing  policy.  They  are  seeking  a 
plank  that  would  require  all  new  construc- 
tion that  makes  use  of  public  funds  to  be 
adaptable.  IHS  director  Walter  Park  be- 
lieves that  this  could,  "optimistically," 
result  in  the  creation  of  as  many  as  2,000 
new  low-  and  moderate-income  units.  One  of 
the  principal  goals  of  the  new  Coalition  is 
to  turn  out  disabled  people  to  hearings  on  the 
master  plan. 

One  of  the  main  problems  that  Elwood  and 
Muccio  face  in  trying  to  organize  a  coalition 
of  the   disabled    is   the   defeatism  and 
resignation    of    many    disabled  people. 
"There's  an  overwhelming  sense  of  power- 
lessness  among  many  disabled  people, ' ' 
says  Muccio.  "People  are  so  accustomed  to 
living  at  a  low  level  that  they  can't  imagine 
anything  else." 

This  feeling  is  not  without  its  roots.  Many 
disabled  people  live  in  a  great  and  constant 
fear,  fear  of  being  unable  to  escape  a  fire, 
fear  of  being  robbed,  fear  of  being  evicted, 
fear  of  being  victimized.  Their  fears  are 
often  based  on  reality.  Three  years  ago. 
Willie  Lee's  Turk  Street  apartment  was 
broken  into  by  a  madman,  who  tied  Lee  into 
his  wheelchair  and  set  him  and  the 
apartment  on  fire.  Lee  was  able  to  break  the 
rope,  tip  over  his  wheelchair  and  escape  the 
fire,  but  his  legs  were  badly  burnt  and  some 
of  his  toes  were  amputated. 

But  Willie  Lee  has  not  given  up.  He  has 
gotten  involved  with  the  Coalition  and  plans 
on  being  active.  '  "We've  got  to  start  working 
harder,"  he  says,  "doing  more,  educating 
the  public.  People  have  to  be  willing  to  get 
involved." 


BambooGarden  Coffee 

407  Ellis  Street  776-1491 


We  Serve: 

American,  Chinese,  Vietnamese 
Specializing  in  Sea  Food 

Fried  Calamari  [squid]  with  sweet/sour  sauce—  $2.00 
Fish  lor  4 persons  —  $7.50 
Fried  prawns.  1  dozen  —  $3.00 
Woman  soup.  Noodle  soup,  etc.  —  $2.00 
Pork  tried  rice.  Pork  Chow  Mein  —  $2.00 


For  here  or  to  go 


NOW  OPEN! 


BEST  BUYS 


Retail  &  Wholesale 

505  Ellis  Street  673-3118 


